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FSM voucher changes March 2026 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Holiday food vouchers (known to many parents/carers in Somerset as free school meal holiday vouchers) were part of 

the original Household Support Fund government package. Parents/carers who qualified for the vouchers through the 

HSF scheme received them as usual during the recent February half-term holiday.  

However, this was the final voucher provision of its kind under the HSF scheme. And government have told Somerset 

Council there will be no holiday food vouchers issued under the HSF scheme after the 31 March. This means no HSF 

vouchers will be available for parents/carers during the Easter holidays, as these holidays fall in April this year.  

The government is replacing HSF with a new Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF). This new fund will provide access to 

food help. Any family facing food shortages will be able to secure ‘cash-first’ support. However, this is a very recent 

announcement, and it’s a new grant set-up from the government. Somerset Council is required to replace the 

previous voucher system with new forms of support, and this change has to be made in a short space of time.  

Somerset Council is in the process of making that switch and finalising the new arrangements with a designated 

provider. They will be starting this scheme shortly, and it will be in place before the May half term holidays. As soon 

as they are able, they will provide details to schools about how families can access ‘cash-first’ support if they are 

facing food shortages. 

In the meantime, and whilst arrangements are being put in place, details of a number of other existing sources of help 

are listed below: 

For example, what is continuing this Easter, as in past holidays, is the Happy Healthy Holidays (HHH) programme. 

This is a brilliant scheme and take up in Somerset has always been very high.  

If any of our families have any queries please use the HHH programme, and the many other support options that are 

available in our communities, see the below links. 

The Local Pantry Network in Somerset 

#Help4All 

Community Hubs 

SASP – Happy Healthy Holidays 

Healthy Start – NHS – healthy food and milk 

Cost of living support for Somerset residents 

https://www.sasp.co.uk/happy-healthy-holidays
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/health-safety-and-wellbeing/the-local-pantry-network-in-somerset/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconnectsomerset.org.uk%2Fhelp4all%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cally.laing%40somerset.gov.uk%7C88a5c96012604113b22e08de79bebdc0%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C639082057302876327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UheGBmLkGkk7hcHk8D0B3uoLwoHjdO2yOmY%2BsoIOHVM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/news/community-hubs-connect-somerset/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sasp.co.uk%2Fhappy-healthy-holidays&data=05%7C02%7Cally.laing%40somerset.gov.uk%7C88a5c96012604113b22e08de79bebdc0%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C639082057302927341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ssYjtzz77%2BfKnoa4Qf2hZRjFSap2QoO%2B%2FN%2Fu%2Bs4Odcc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthystart.nhs.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cally.laing%40somerset.gov.uk%7C88a5c96012604113b22e08de79bebdc0%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C639082057302960999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rukVT01trvipc2%2FN0iKcqNsNvyjh3Qaj7%2BCwN1mO3cA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/care-and-support-for-adults/cost-of-living-support-for-somerset-residents/
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Further information on national schemes to support families can be found at: 

Cost of living support: Overview - GOV.UK 

 

Universal Credit: What Universal Credit is - GOV.UK 

 

Child Benefit: How it works - GOV.UK 

 

Free Childcare for Working Parents: Check if you're eligible - GOV.UK 

 

   

Kind Regards 

The School Office Team 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fcost-of-living&data=05%7C02%7Cally.laing%40somerset.gov.uk%7C88a5c96012604113b22e08de79bebdc0%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C639082057303057851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i2s0%2FcmsnxoUc2qR5mFXRg6feLoinNfTVGnYABFQs9E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Funiversal-credit&data=05%7C02%7Cally.laing%40somerset.gov.uk%7C88a5c96012604113b22e08de79bebdc0%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C639082057303076813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cymzbwg0gGnLHg%2FT%2BDZ1VqPvZzlD6D%2Bsk%2BnKL3SbQFo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fchild-benefit&data=05%7C02%7Cally.laing%40somerset.gov.uk%7C88a5c96012604113b22e08de79bebdc0%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C639082057303101853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3NTa%2B4U4rMVRWhl%2F%2FLw%2BlGYMeSG0aUp1R9Vzulp6pG4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Ffree-childcare-if-working%2Fcheck-youre-eligible&data=05%7C02%7Cally.laing%40somerset.gov.uk%7C88a5c96012604113b22e08de79bebdc0%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C639082057303125313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dQLi538warbrLI6NTKAU6hybnoH8qPTf1tbDVyXCOpM%3D&reserved=0

